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Date 22 February 2018 

To BSC Parties and interested parties 

From BSC Operations and National Grid 

Purpose For information 

 

Conclusion: Reporting of non-BM STOR costs in Balancing Services Adjustment Data 

What’s happened? 

This Circular is being issued as a conclusion to ELEXON Circulars EL02729, EL02731, EL02736 and EL02744 

concerning the way in which certain non-BM STOR Balancing Services Adjustment Costs were included in the 

Balancing Services Adjustment Data (BSAD) by National Grid between 1 March 2016 and 4 December 2017. It 

provides National Grid’s decision and the Trading Disputes Committee (TDC) determination. 

The implementation of BSC modification P305 in November 2015 (which introduced a single cash-out price, based 

on the Price Average Reference Volume of 50MWh) included a requirement for the disaggregated reporting of non-

BM STOR dispatches (Balancing Services Adjustment Actions (BSAAs)). In order to deploy this reporting in its 

existing dispatch system, whilst further system upgrades were taking place, National Grid had to make a number of 

temporary approximations and assumptions, including the use of a temporary aggregated STOR volume/price in 

BSAD calculations and that the pattern of participant behaviour was such that the use of the Optional Price would 

not have a significant impact. 

  

The introduction of reporting of disaggregated non-BM STOR BSAD in March 2016 highlighted that ramping volumes 

were not included in the BSAD it reported for use in imbalance price calculations. The representation of STOR in 

imbalance prices has therefore always been an approximation. 

  

The implementation of BSC modification P335 on 2 November 2017 introduced a new requirement for National Grid 

to provide half-hourly reporting of non-BM STOR BSAAs in time for inclusion in the BMRA’s calculation of Indicative 

System Prices (i.e. within 15 minutes of the end of the Settlement Period) and for publication on the BMRS - prior to 

P335, disaggregated non-BM STOR BSAD was reported at D+1. This highlighted that since March 2016 there has 

been a significant increase in the re-declaration and the dispatch of units against the Optional Price. This increases 

the frequency with which a potential mismatch between the price paid to the provider and the price fed into the 

Energy Imbalance Price calculation could occur. 

Trading Disputes Committee Decision 

The issue was raised with the TDC as a Dispute (DA888). This was considered by TDC on 1 February 2018 and the 

TDC noted that although the BSAD was incorrect as a result of the error, the BSC requires the BSAD to be used in 

Settlement calculations on receipt. There are no data quality rules in the BSC for BSAD and therefore the data is 

taken at face value in Settlement. This meant that the BSC had been followed correctly and therefore there was no 

valid Trading Dispute for this issue under the BSC. 
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https://www.elexon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/EL02729.pdf
https://www.elexon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/EL02731-1.pdf
https://elexon.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09ebed68941b770a20a7833b&id=2e49e868d7&e=8fe67f0949
https://www.elexon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/EL02744.pdf
https://elexon.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09ebed68941b770a20a7833b&id=4a5b1b666d&e=69763504f7
https://elexon.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b09ebed68941b770a20a7833b&id=250ed6292c&e=69763504f7
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National Grid’s decision 

National Grid stated in the ELEXON Circular EL02744 that due to the high effort involved in resubmitting this data 

and the relative material impact it was minded not to retrospectively adjust the BSAD data subject to any industry 

concerns.  

The analysis has identified that the total materiality of this issue across all BSC parties across the March 2016 to 

November 2017 period was £848k. This compares to a total reallocation of money over this period for Imbalance 

Settlement of approximately £1.459bn. This price differential represents a 0.058% change in reallocation of money 

over the period. 

No concerns have been raised with National Grid by BSC Parties and as such National Grid has confirmed that they 

do not intend to retrospectively resubmit correct BSAD variables. National Grid outlined this position and the fact 

that no concerns had been raised by BSC parties as a result of previous circular at the BSC Panel meeting on 8 

February 2018 and no concerns were raised. National Grid has informed Ofgem of its findings and decision. 

Any questions? 

If you have any concerns or questions for National Grid please contact Rob Smith (Robert.Smith4@nationalgrid.com) 

For information on how non-BM STOR feeds into the Energy Imbalance Price, please contact Roger Harris 

(Roger.Harris@elexon.co.uk). 

 

https://www.elexon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/EL02744.pdf
mailto:Robert.Smith4@nationalgrid.com
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